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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



or 



SIR: 



& 



This responds to the Office Action dated October 10, 2001. 

Claims 1-19 are pending in the present application. The Examiner has entered a six- 
way restriction requirement. Applicants elect Grqu pT7c~lairh~ 1 ^ partially) and^ g2g7gr> 
prosecute in the present application. The election is made with traverse. 

Contrary to the Examiner's statement in the Office Action, the glucanases in Group I to 
V do not have different substrate specificities, catalytic activity, functions, and utilities. In 
terms of protein structures, the total amino acid sequence size is different among the 
glucanases in Groups I to III and their protein structure may have very minor differences in the 
C-terminal. However, their enzymatic function and stability are very similar based on 
Applicants' data. No differences could be detected for glucanase enzymes with a total amino 
acid sequence ranging from 246 to 267. Therefore, for example, claim 6, which is directed to 
glucanase with 248 amino acid residues, and claim 7, which is directed to the enzyme with 267 
amino acid residues, are not patentably distinct. 
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Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the six-way restriction requirement is 
unwarranted and should be withdrawn. 

It is believed that no fees or charges are required at this time in connection with the 
present application; however, if any fees or charges are required at this time, they may be 
charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 03-2412. 



Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, LIEBERMAN & PAVANE 
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